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is contributing to a growth in population and a reduction in 
the average age. 
Europeans are made up of many different populations and speak 
many different languages. Christianity is the most widespread 
religion: there are approximately 600 million Christians in Europe, 
counting Roman Catholics (300 million), Orthodox Christians (180 
million) and Protestants (120 million). 
Islam and Judaism are also common: the respect of religious 
freedom is a fundamental principle in Europe. 
There are 46 States in Europe and 27 of these are in the European 
Union. Freedom of expression and the principles of democracy 
are profoundly rooted in the continent. 

Europe has a highly developed economy
Europe’s economy is highly developed, but since the continent does 
not have major sources of fossil fuels many European countries 
have to import oil and natural gas. 
European agriculture is very productive, thanks to the use of 
agricultural machinery. All sectors of industry are highly advanced 
although they face increasingly fierce competition from countries in 
other continents. 
Most European workers are employed in the service sector, 
particularly in commerce, in telecommunications and in businesses 
connected with tourism. 

Activities •  Look at the map  
of Europe.

•  In Italian, write 
down the names 
of the seas that 
surround the 
continent.

•  In Italian, write 
down the names of 
the mountain chains 
that separate Europe 
from Asia.

•  In Italian, write 
down the names 
of the mountain 
chains in Central and 
Western Europe.

•  In Italian, write 
down the name of 
the biggest lake in 
the world. 
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